A double-embedding technique for thin tissue membranes.
A new double-embedding technique for thin tissue membranes is presented. This technique is useful for thin membranes such as mesenteric membranes from rodents, which usually measure only 10 microns in thickness. Several membranes are fixed and mounted on four needles located at the bottom of a plastic box. The box is filled with agarose at 50 C and then allowed to solidify. The agarose block is then removed, dehydrated in alcohol, cleared with HistoPetrol (isoparaffin hydrocarbons), permeated with paraffin and sectioned. The morphology is comparable to that obtained with methacrylate plastic embedding but is less time-consuming, less hazardous since no plastic hardener and activator are used and makes immunohistochemical studies easier.